
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

2023 Annual Conference Program 

Renaissance Portsmouth-Norfolk Waterfront Hotel 

Portsmouth, VA 

February 2 - 3, 2023 

 

Multilingual Learners: Bearers of 

Untapped Cultural Wealth 

 

Image by RawPixel 

 



 

1 

Welcome to the 2023 Annual Conference 

VIRGINIA EL SUPERVISORS’ ASSOCIATION 

2022-2023 EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 
 

President Roxana Bandes Muldoon Stafford County 

Vice-President Courtney Proffitt Bristol City 

Treasurer Michael Tetreault Botetourt County 

Secretary VACANT - 

Past President Teresa Vignaroli - 

Region I Representative Nestor Llamas Petersburg County 

Region I Alternate Tara Jenkins Chesterfield County 

Region II Representative Esther Ceus Accomack County 

Region III Representative Jessie Tipling Stafford County 

Region IV Representative VACANT - 

Region V Representative Colby Lopez Nelson County 

Region V Alternate Becky Smith Lexington City 

Region VI Representative Tamara Vaughn Martinsville City 

Region VI Alternate Emily Altizer Montgomery County 

Region VII Representative Courtney Proffitt Bristol City 

Region VIII Representative VACANT - 

Legislative Liaison Corey Allder Roanoke City 

Conference Coordinator Teresa Vignaroli - 

Scholarship Chair Kimberly Peterson Winchester City 
 

 
 

VIRGINIA EL SUPERVISORS’ ASSOCIATION 

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 
 
The Virginia EL Supervisors’ Association Scholarship is proud to be able to offer scholarships to EL students 
who are planning to continue their studies at an institution of higher learning. 
 
The following criteria is used for scholarship consideration: 

• Enrolled in an EL program for at least 1 year in grades 6-12 in a Virginia public school 
• Enrolled in 12th grade at the time of application 
• Financial need 

 

Application Deadline: Friday, April 28, 2023 

  
For more information, please visit: http://www.vavesa.org/scholarships 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Kimberly Peterson 
at (540) 667-4253, Ext. 12144 or via email at petersonk@wps.k12.va.us.  

 

http://www.vavesa.org/scholarships
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Keynote Speakers

DR. MARGARITA CALDERÓN 
Dr. Margarita Espino Calderón is a Professor Emerita/Senior Research Scientist at 
Johns Hopkins University. Her research and development projects have been 
funded by the US Department of Education, the Institutes of Health, the US 
Department of Labor, and others. One of her empirical studies “The Bilingual 
Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition (BCIRC)” is featured in the What 
Works Clearinghouse.  

The Carnegie Corporation of New York funded her five-year study to develop 
Expediting Comprehension for English Language Learners (ExC-ELL) 
to train math, science, social studies, language arts, and ESL teachers on 
integrating language, reading, and content in core content classrooms. With a Title III National Professional 
Development grant she implemented “A Whole-School Approach to Professional Development with 
ExC-ELL” in Loudoun County. She is replicating this approach in 29 schools in TX and NC. She has over 100 
publications on language, literacy, and professional development.  

Her newest publication: Calderón, M. E. & Tartaglia, L. M. (2022). Cultivating competence in English 
Learners: Integrating Social-Emotional Learning with Language and Literacy. Bloomington, IN: Solution 
Tree. 

 

DORINA SACKMAN-EBUWA 
Dorina Sackman-Ebuwa is known as The Lab Coat Teacher and affectionately 
“Miss Dorito” by her students from around the globe. With her unique teaching 
style, Dorina has spent the past 25 years empowering students of diverse 
backgrounds at the K-12, college, and adult learner level. An expert in building 
solid relationships that result in successful learning experiences for students and 
teachers, Ms. Sackman-Ebuwa strongly believes “lens of life” teaching, 
connection to community and EI over IQ make up the true learning experience.  

A Nationally Recognized Educator and Florida Teacher of the Year, Dorina takes 
her EL classroom experiences, collaborative teacher workshops, and doctoral 
research on emotional intelligence and travels the globe as a “teacher on loan” 
inspiring, motivating, and empowering teachers and the teaching profession. 
From innovative, personalized professional development filled with successful 

and differentiated strategies to authentic “real talk” about teachers leading, Dorina Sackman-Ebuwa 
encourages all educators to B.E.L.I.E.V.E.! ® - Be the Educators who Lead to Inspire and Empower Via 
Excellence! When not wearing the many hats of an educator, Dorina dons a Stetson and works on her ranch, 
tending to her beloved rescue and special needs cows, goats, horses, chickens, miniature ponies, and barn cat, 
“Cool Ranch”. 
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GIULIANA JAHNSEN LEWIS 

Giuliana Jahnsen Lewis, currently, serves as an EL Instructional Coach for high 
schools in Loudoun County Public Schools. Her job includes providing support 
to high school teachers and administrators across the district on best 
instructional and academic practices for ELs. Prior to this position, Ms. Lewis 
worked as a school administrator in a Title I school overseeing departments 
including EL, English, Reading, and Math. In addition, she supervised 
remediation programs for English and Math at her school for several years, in 
addition to other roles. 

Part of her experience also includes being the district's EL Professional Developer and curriculum writer. Ms. 
Lewis was the author of the Newcomer English curriculum framework for secondary schools. She also oversaw 
curriculum writing and implementation for grades K-12. 

Ms. Lewis has experience providing professional development at the district, state, and federal levels. Her 
topics emphasize her passion which includes best instructional practices for ELs and accessibility to content. 

Ms. Lewis's teaching career includes grades K-12, being middle school her favorite. She taught at a Title I 
school for most of her teaching career. 

While she is not at work, Ms. Lewis is an Educational Consultant for Calderón and Associates. She provides 
professional development and coaching support to teachers and administrators across the nation in all grades 
and content areas. 

Ms. Giuliana Jahnsen Lewis was born in Lima, Perú. She moved to the United States at the age of 14. She was a 
newcomer student who faced many struggles to overcome. Despite the many circumstances and barriers, she 
never stopped believing and working to accomplish her dreams. Her parents brought her to a place where 
anything can be achieved with hard work. Her passion and purpose in education involve instilling this belief in 
educators and students and advocating for opportunities in which students will be successful. 

 

LISA TARTAGLIA – SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER 
Lisa Tartaglia is a high school assistant principal in Loudoun County Public 
Schools in Virginia. She has been an educator since 1994 with experience as an 
elementary classroom teacher, reading specialist, and high school literacy 
coach. She has taught in a variety of settings that range from working in a Title 
I, predominantly low-income school to a high-achieving school in an affluent 
area in Ashburn, VA. She was also an instructor for early childhood classes at 
the community college level and has presented at several conferences. 

She was a member of the 2020-2021 Transformative Education Leadership 
cohort. She is also a consultant and trainer with Margarita Calderón and 
Associates. Dr. Calderón and Lisa just recently published, Cultivating 
Competence in English Learners: Integrating Social-Emotional Learning with Language and Literacy. The 
book focuses on social-emotional learning with EL students through literacy instruction.  

Lisa believes that all students can learn, and she advocates for equity in schools, especially with a focus on 
literacy. She has helped to create curriculum and culture changes for English learners in her school district.  

Lisa received a bachelor’s degree in elementary and early childhood education from East Stroudsburg 
University in Pennsylvania, a master's degree in reading from East Stroudsburg University in Pennsylvania, an 
endorsement in TESOL from George Washington University and an endorsement in Education Leadership and 
Supervision from Longwood University in VA. 
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Conference Schedule

Wednesday, February 1, 2023 

 

Thursday, February 2, 2023 

 

Thursday Afternoon Keynote 
12:45 PM – 1:50 PM 

The goal of the keynote by Miss Dorito is to empower, motivate, inspire, and elevate Virginia ML Educator 
participants through relevant and REAL talk about the education of MLs in Virginia. By providing both 
evidence and research-based strategies, interactive discussion, and straight-up FUN, our collective goal is to 
have educators leave Miss Dorito’s morning keynote fired up and ready for all the incredible sessions the 
Conference has to offer! From ways to improve reading and writing through innovative teaching and learning 
methods, equitable academic language literacy strategies for our SIFE/SLIFE/Newcomer ML students, and 
Emotional IntELLigent best practices, and the power of our own culturEL lenses for J.E.D.I. teaching, 
“keyshop” will be the fuel that fires up the start of this incredible 2023 VESA Conference. That is, if you 
B.E.L.I.E.V.E.! 

Presented by Dorina Sackman-Ebuwa, B.E.L.I.E.V.E. 

 

3:00 PM – 6:00 PM Registration 

6:30 PM – 8:30 PM VESA Executive Board Meeting Commodore Room 

9:00 AM – 11:30 AM VESA Supervisors’ Meeting Grand Ballroom IV 

10:00 AM – 5:00 PM Registration 2nd Floor 

10:00 AM – 6:00 PM Exhibits Portsmouth Ballroom 

11:30 AM – 12:45 PM Lunch on your own 

12:45 PM – 1:50 PM Conference Kick Off Portsmouth Ballroom 

 Keynote Speaker – Dorina Sackman-Ebuwa 

2:00 PM – 5:00 PM Breakout Sessions 1, 2, 3  

5:00 PM – 6:00 PM Reception & Raffles Portsmouth Foyer 
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 Friday, February 3, 2023

 

Friday Morning Keynote 
9:00 AM – 10:30 PM 

In this hands-on keynote, attendees will experience the importance of incorporating purposeful 
discourse/interaction across the subject areas. Strategies will be modeled and practiced by participants for 
building student verbal interaction during vocabulary, reading comprehension, and after-reading activities. 
 

Presented by Dr. Margarita Calderón, Margarita Calderón & Associates 

Giuliana Jahnsen Lewis, Loudoun County Public Schools 
 

 

  

8:00 AM – 8:50 AM Breakfast Portsmouth Foyer 

8:00 AM – 10:00 AM Registration  2nd Floor 

8:00 AM – 2:00 PM Exhibits Portsmouth Ballroom 

9:00 AM – 10:30 PM Keynote Speaker – Dr. Margarita Calderón  

& Giuliana Jahnsen Lewis Portsmouth Ballroom 

10:30 AM – 11:00 AM Visit Vendors Portsmouth Ballroom 

11:00 AM – 11:50 AM Breakout Session 4  

11:50 AM – 12:45 PM Lunch Provided by VESA Portsmouth Ballroom 

1:00 PM – 1:50 PM Book Signing & Meet the Authors Portsmouth Ballroom 

 Dr. Margarita Calderón & Lisa Tartaglia 

1:00 PM – 3:00 PM Breakout Sessions 5, 6  

3:00 PM Conference Concludes 
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Thursday Conference At-A-Glance 
 

Rooms 
Breakout 1 

2:00 – 2:50 pm 
Breakout 2 

3:05 – 3:55 pm 
Breakout 3 

4:10 – 5:00 pm 

Portsmouth  
Ballroom  
2nd Floor 

Keynote Workshop #1 
B.E.L.I.E.V.E! In 

CREducation 
 

Audience: ALL 

Keynote Workshop #2 
Brain-Based Research and the ML Brain 

 
Audience: ALL 

    

Amphitheater 
1st Floor 

    

HS Pathways to EL Success; 
Empowering ELs to be Future Ready 

 
Audience: High 

Using the Law to  
Advocate for ELs 

 
Audience: ALL 

VDOE Presentation 

Elevation 
1st Floor 

    

Monitoring the Language Proficiency of 
All Students in English and Spanish with 

LAS Links Progress Monitoring 
 

Audience: ALL 

Secondary Newcomers and Structured 
Literacy 

 
Audience: Adult Education 

Illustrator 
1st Floor 

    
Engaging Multilingual Learners with iPad 

 
Audience: ALL 

Engaging Multilingual Learners with iPad 
 

Audience: ALL 
Repeat Session 

Latitude 
1st Floor 

    

Establishing an 80/20 Dual Language 
Immersion Program: Lessons Learned 

 
Audience: Elementary 

Articulate & Correlate:  
A Comparative Approach  

with Language and Culture 
 

Audience: Elementary 

Axis 
1st Floor 

    
Is it scientific? 

 
Audience: ALL 

Is it scientific? 
 

Audience: ALL 
Repeat Session 

Grand 
Ballroom I   
1st Floor 

    

Using Picture Books to Promote 
Welcoming and Culturally Responsive 

Classrooms 
 

Audience: Elementary 

Using Thinking Maps to Expand 
Vocabulary and Language Development 

 
Audience: Elementary 

Grand 
Ballroom II  

1st Floor 
    

Finding Our Features: Using the 2020 
WIDA ELD Framework at the Word, 

Sentence, and Discourse Levels 
 

Audience: ALL 

Supporting All Learners Using the 2020 
WIDA Framework 

 
Audience: ALL 

Grand 
Ballroom III  

1st Floor 
    

Serving SLIFE Students: Using Action 
Research to Find Solutions 

 
Audience: ALL 

Solutions for SLIFE:  
An Open Forum 

 
Audience: ALL 

Grand 
Ballroom IV  

1st Floor 
    

Quality Interactions: Promoting Discourse 
Among Students 

 
Audience: ALL 

How to Start an International Welcome 
Center 

 
Audience: ALL 

VDOE Presentation 
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Grand 
Ballroom V  

1st Floor 
    

Flipping the I Do, We Do, You Do 
Approach in the Secondary English Class 

 
Audience: Middle & High 

Making Learning  
Accessible for All 

 
Audience: ALL 

Grand 
Ballroom VI  

1st Floor 
    

Vocabulary Instruction:  
What's the Point? 

 
Audience: ALL 

Region 6 Coordinators  
Make It Happen 

 
Audience: Title III Coordinators & Division 

Leaders 

Grand 
Ballroom VII  

1st Floor 
    

Data, Relationships, and Shared 
Responsibility for English Learners (ELs) 

 
Audience: ALL 

Leveraging Summer Programs to Keep 
High School ELs on the Path to 

Graduation 
 

Audience: High 

 

Thursday Breakout Sessions 

  Breakout Session 1 

Keynote Workshop #1 

B.E.L.I.E.V.E.! in CREducation: How “CulturEL” Competency 

Transforms Educators to Bring out the CulturEL Wealth of our MLs 
To honor the adult learner’s valuable time and complex brain, educators who 
come to this Culturally Ready Teaching Workshop will leave satisfied and 
savvy. They will learn twenty successful research-based strategies; ten of which 
they can immediately take back to their classrooms on Monday! The remaining 
ten can be gradually implemented throughout the rest of the school year and 
become part of project-based, emotionally intelligent learning that plants the 
seed for social change...change that reads the word and reads the world. This 
action-packed interactive presentation will demonstrate how rigorous activities using cultural readiness empower ALL 
students to become aware of their own learning and take ownership of HOW and WHY they view the world as they do, 
thus becoming cognizant of the world around them. Moreover, these ten activities engage each learner, diversifies the 
learning experience, and opens hearts and minds via “learning through lots of lenses”. We will get students moving, both 
physically and mentally so their growing brain activity has no time to shut down, rather open up to varying views and if 
they so choose, the academic vocabulary starts flowing. The end results? Global citizens who see learning as a shared 
process, not a personal product. Through stimulating the mind of the student of today, teachers will learn how culturally 
ready teaching is crucial to seeing change, being the change, and making the change to create the leaders of tomorrow. 
That is, if you B.E.L.I.E.V.E.! ® 

Presented by Dorina Sackman-Ebuwa, B.E.L.I.E.V.E. 
 

 
Image by RawPixel 
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  Breakout Session 2 

Keynote Workshop #2 

Brain-Based Research and the ML Brain: A Wealth of 

Knowledge 
This highly reflective and VERY FUNNY session gets participants ready to 
engage in the neuroscience of learning. Using research from Hernandez 
(2017), participants see how language and vocabulary are retained when the 
brain is free from stress. However, the brain cannot retain information 
when the brain is stressed. Here, participants will engage in opening 
activities that “open up” the brain for quality dialogue on trauma, food 
insecurity, intrinsic vs, extrinsic motivation, and truly, how the break works! 

From neurotransmitters to dendrites to dopamine and serotonin, it is time we teach ourselves and then our students about 
the how and why of the brain. Students who gain neuroscience knowledge increase their intrinsic motivation because they 
understand their own minds. Science increased success! That is, if you B.E.L.I.E.V.E.! 

• K-5 Brain and Brain-based Learning 

• 6-12 Brain and Brain-based learning 

• Adult Brain and Brain-based learning 

• Neuroscience 101 for Educators. 
Each session and the sessions above are filled with strategies and best reflective practices. They are also filled 
with authenticity, humor, grace, compassion, understanding, and love...all aspects of learning that must be 
modeled. Teachers and staff will leave validated, re-energized, and VALUED as they embark on the uncertainties of our 
every day. Let B.E.L.I.E.V.E.! and Miss Dorito be part of the hope and happiness we all need as we learn and grow as 
educators. that is, if you B.E.L.I.E.V.E.! 

Presented by Dorina Sackman-Ebuwa, B.E.L.I.E.V.E. 
 

 

Culturally responsive teaching / Equitable teaching practices 

HS Pathways to EL Success: Empowering ELs to be Future Ready 
The pandemic has had a great impact on graduation rates across the state. Join PWCS to learn more about how they are 
closing the gap by implementing a framework to support English Learners. In this session, school and district leaders will 
share their plans for scheduling students, delivering professional learning, co-teaching, and co-planning, and their work to 
support social-emotional learning.  

Presented by Lynmara Colón, Prince William County Public Schools 

Lisa Marie Kane, Prince William County Public Schools 
 

 

Assessment 

Monitoring the Language Proficiency of All Students in English and Spanish with LAS Links Progress 

Monitoring 
This session will focus on strategies employed by school districts across the nation that have implemented LAS Links 
Online for progress monitoring. Through progress monitoring with LAS Links, districts have been able to identify 
students’ areas of academic language strengths and pinpoint areas of language growth in Math, Science, Social Studies, 
History, Technical Subjects, and Language Arts. Additionally, this presentation will provide information regarding the 
LAS Links professional development provided by DRC with the goal that all stakeholders will have a better understanding 
of the assessment format, the language acquisition domains, the language proficiency levels and descriptors, item, and 
score types. It is through this understanding that teachers can better assist the student as he/she moves through the 
language acquisition continuum. With the assessment of important academic language and language acquisition, student 
performance on Title III, state summative assessments, and the success of their EL programming will be greatly impacted. 
 

Presented by Nina Trigger, Data Recognition Corporation 
 

 

  

 
Image by RawPixel 
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Teaching Practices – hands-on / interactive  
Engaging Multilingual Learners with iPad 
Join our hands-on digital playground and discover how iPad’s built-in accessibility features can be used to support 
students in the classroom and with assessment preparation. It can become almost any tool students need—a camera, a 
translator, a book, a drawing canvas, a voice recorder—and so much more. Leave the session with resources you can take 
back to your district.  

Presented by James Richardson, Apple Computer 

Darryl Joyner, Apple Computer 

Dan Beckmann, Apple Computer 
 

 

Dual Language Immersion 

Establishing an 80/20 Dual Language Immersion Program Lessons Learned 
Participants will gain an understanding of the pedagogical and programmatic implications of implementing two-way 
80/20 dual language immersion (DLI) programs. According to the International Literacy Association (2019), by the time 
they reach "middle school, dual language students are typically one or two grade levels ahead of their peers not in dual 
language" (pp. 2-3). Moreover, enrollment in an effective dual program "during the elementary school years may be the 
fastest way to grade-level achievement for ELs, as this is when the achievement gap is easiest to close" (Dual Language 
Immersion Education: Supporting K-12 Implementation in Virginia, 2020, p. 12). Although both one-way and two-way 
DLI programs offer English learners and/or native English speakers the opportunity to become bilingual and biliterate in 
English and a second language, "programs with a higher amount of instruction through the partner language can lead to 
stronger proficiency in the partner language with no sacrifice to English proficiency" (Howard et. al., 2019, p.15). This 
session describes how one district added 80/20 Spanish-English DLI programs at two elementary schools, beginning with 
kindergarten in the 2021-2022 school year. These programs are in addition to the one-way immersion programs that have 
been in place for twenty years. The presenters will discuss challenges faced and solutions found while planning and 
implementing the two-way 80/20 programs. Topics include stakeholder buy-in, student eligibility, staffing, curriculum, 
family engagement, student outcomes, and how two-way programs compare to one-way programs. Presenters will 
examine the role of the ESL teacher and current research on best practices for dual language programs, including research 
from Yvonne and David Freeman, Sandra Mercuri, Diane August, Timothy Shanahan, Kathy Escamilla, Anya Hurwitz, 
Laurie Olsen, Jody Slavick, and Ester De Jong. Participants 
will gain ideas and considerations for planning new or 
improving existing dual language programs. 

Presented by Kathleen Cahoon-Newchok,  

Virginia Beach City Public Schools 

Kelly Arble, Virginia Beach City Public Schools 

Shannon Leonard, Virginia Beach City Public Schools 
 

 

Special populations (SPED/ESOL, GT/ESOL, SLIFE 
students, etc.)  

Is it Scientific? 
Over/underrepresentation of multi-lingual students in 
special education services, remedial classes, and low-level 
literacy groups have continued for decades. We as 
educators must use strategies for inclusive teaching, 
integrating diverse content, and using inclusive pedagogy 
to avoid misunderstandings about the “science of reading”.  

Presented by Maria Campanario,  

Benchmark Education Company  
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Culturally responsive teaching / Equitable teaching practices 

Using Picture Books to Promote Welcoming and Culturally Responsive Classrooms 

After conducting a diversity audit of texts in our curriculum and classroom libraries, we set out to find a range of books 
that could act as mirrors and windows for the students in our school. Join us in this session to learn about the text set we 
curated to represent our students’ journeys and experiences (mirrors) as well as ways we suggest incorporating them into 
cross-curricular lessons (windows). This session is book-ended with "I’m New Here" and "Someone New" and includes 
books that address topics of journey, adjustment, and identity. Recommendations on where to find books to build a 
welcoming and culturally responsive classroom or school library will be shared in addition to a list of texts presented in 
this session. 

Presented by Shana Hollis, Newport News Public Schools 

Tracy Skinner, Newport News Public Schools 
 

 

Teaching Practices - presentation 

Finding Our Features: Using the 2020 WIDA ELD Framework at the Word, Sentence, and Discourse 

Levels 
Language Features are truly what English Learner teachers must bring to the table when co-planning with content 
colleagues. This session will share how this has been utilized in Winchester City Schools to write a collaborative 
curriculum using the 2020 WIDA ELD Framework and targeted English Language Arts SOLs for grades 3-8. Participants 
will leave with a new Framework template which is inclusive of Language Features at the Word, Sentence, and Discourse 
levels.  

Presented by Kimberly Peterson, Winchester City Public Schools 
 

 

Special populations (SPED/ESOL, GT/ESOL, SLIFE students, etc.) 

Serving SLIFE Students Using Action Research to Find Solutions 
Since the fall of 2021, Stafford County’s English learner population has grown by over 50%. A large percentage of these 
new students are SLIFE who have significant gaps in their learning. In this session, you’ll learn about Stafford County 
Public School’s efforts to support the academic success of our new EL students. We will discuss how we are using a 
collaborative action-research approach to:  

• welcome students to a new school and new country 

• support content learning and language acquisition simultaneously 

• make grade-level instruction accessible 

• understand the educational background of students in order to connect learning materials to the learning styles of 
students 

• collaborate with classroom teachers and school-level coaches to support their learning needs 

• identify and collaborate with division and community partners to develop systems for supporting students. 
Presented by Julie Rhoads, Stafford County Public Schools 

Liesl Yeskey, Stafford County Public Schools 
Jessie Tipling, Stafford County Public Schools 

 

 

Teaching Practices - presentation 
Quality Interactions: Promoting Discourse Among Students (ALL) 
This presentation will address the importance of student-to-student discourse for ELs content acquisition and language 
development. Participants will learn about three instructional considerations for teachers who are facilitating quality 
interactions and three suggested ways to structure the quality interactions. 

Presented by Amy Sherman, Arlington Public Schools 
 

 

Teaching Practices – hands-on / interactive 

Flipping the I Do, We Do, You Do Approach in the Secondary English Class  
By fostering critical thinking while developing English language skills, we can ensure that all students receive high levels 
of rigorous literacy instruction. In this session, participants will examine various strategies for scaffolding grade-level 
content in order to allow for access and to expand upon the assets of all ELs.  

Presented by Julie Rhoads, Stafford County Public Schools 

Kelly Cardona, Stafford County Public Schools 
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Teaching Practices - presentation 

Vocabulary Instruction, What’s the Point? 
We get it! Vocabulary instruction is important for all students and essential for Els. The task is to sift through all of the 
different training on vocabulary instruction and create a plan that works for your student’s needs. Come see how one 
division has pulled together strategies from ExCell-101, SURN, VDOE trainings and more to develop a comprehensive 
vocabulary instruction plan. 

Presented by Tamra Vaughan, Martinsville City Public Schools 

Jill Collins, Martinsville City Public Schools 

Nancy Lopez Rosas, Martinsville City Public Schools  
 

 

Co-Teaching and Collaboration 

Data, Relationships, and Shared Responsibility for English Learners (ELs) 
Come hear from a smaller and a larger Virginia school division regarding their English learner (EL) programs and 
services. The workshop will dig into the data used to support ELs; discuss the importance of relationships with 
stakeholders in the school building; and delve into the shared responsibilities of working with English learners.  

Presented by Michael Tetreault, Botetourt Public Schools 

Sam Klein, Arlington City Public Schools 
 

 

  Breakout Session 3 

Administration 

Using the Law to Advocate for ELs 
This session will provide you with answers to EL questions based on service 
requirements in the school setting. I will go over frequently asked questions 
based on state and federal law and provide you with the language you need to 
advocate for ELs.  

Presented by  

Louise Marks, Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) 

Nicki Saunders, Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) 
 

 

Teaching Practices - presentation 

Secondary Newcomers and Structured Literacy 
Conversations with regard to the Science of Reading continue to expand our knowledge of appropriate literacy practices. 
However, what does this research say about secondary newcomers, students who come to the United States in middle and 
high school and need to build literacy, language, and content knowledge all at once? In this session, practitioners will walk 
through a model lesson on how to support foundational literacy skills while leveraging first-language literacy as well as 
students' funds of knowledge.  

Presented by Jeannie Pfautz, Charlottesville City Public Schools 
 

 

Teaching Practices – hands-on / interactive  
Engaging Multilingual Learners with iPad 
Join our hands-on digital playground and discover how iPad’s built-in accessibility features can be used to support 
students in the classroom and with assessment preparation. It can become almost any tool students need—a camera, a 
translator, a book, a drawing canvas, a voice recorder—and so much more. Leave the session with resources you can take 
back to your district.  

Presented by James Richardson, Apple Computer 

Darryl Joyner, Apple Computer 

Dan Beckmann, Apple Computer 
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Teaching Practices - presentation 

Articulate & Correlate: A Comparative Approach with Language and Culture 
This session will explore how to use comprehensible explicit teaching to visually imprint content-based standards with 
targeted academic language. Participants will gain insight into how to strategically design a lesson using comparative 
language as a comprehensible output. Highlights for this session include:  

• Guided Language Acquisition Design (GLAD) strategies  

• Changing Education Through the Arts (CETA)  
• Multicultural Literature  
• Formative Assessment  

Presented by Juliet M. Harris, Alexandria City Public Schools 

Ann M. Tejeda, Alexandria City Public Schools 

Sandra Intrator, Alexandria City Public Schools 
 

 

Special populations (SPED/ESOL, GT/ESOL, SLIFE students, etc.) 

Is it Scientific? 
Over/underrepresentation of multi-lingual students in special education services, remedial classes, and low-level literacy 
groups have continued for decades. We as educators must use strategies for inclusive teaching, integrating diverse 
content, and using inclusive pedagogy to avoid misunderstandings about the “science of reading”.  
 

Presented by Maria Campanario, Benchmark Education Company  
 

 

Teaching Practices - presentation 

Using Thinking Maps to Expand Vocabulary and Language Development 
Thinking Maps are a powerful tool to support students in organizing their thinking. Thinking Maps go beyond graphic 
organizers and can be used across content areas. In this session, we will explore eight Thinking Map models and how they 
have been used with ESL students to foster Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking skills. We will share specific 
examples of how these have been implemented in an Elementary ESL Newcomer Program as well as recommendations for 
general classroom use to promote content and language growth.  
 

Presented by Shana Hollis, Newport News Public Schools 

Tracy Skinner, Newport News Public Schools 
 

 

Teaching Practices – hands-on / interactive 

Supporting All Learners Using the 2020 WIDA Framework 
Collaboration between EL teachers and Content teachers is crucial to successfully bridge content and language objectives. 
It should be done in a way that allows all students to become active stakeholders in their learning. The purpose of this 
presentation is to highlight a way in which content teachers could differentiate their instruction and ground their teaching 
and assessment in WIDA's standards.  
 
The activities proposed in this presentation feature the WIDA proficiency level descriptors for Interpretive and Expressive 
Communication. Standards and practices are evidenced through the inclusion of Key Language Uses. The Language 
Expectations are communicated through expected outcomes and/or language objectives. This planning template 
demonstrates a picture of what instruction should look like and sound like at the Word, Sentence, and Discourse levels. 
Language acquisition features are embedded in the plans for student engagement using language at all three of these 
levels.  

Presented by Viviana Daraban, Winchester City Public Schools 

Alexandra Lockley, Winchester City Public Schools 

Lisa Williamson, Winchester City Public Schools 
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Special populations (SPED/ESOL, GT/ESOL, SLIFE students, etc.) 

Solutions for SLIFE: An Open Forum 
This session serves as a “think tank” opportunity for participants to exchange ideas and solutions for meeting the needs of 
SLIFE students across the state. Through intentional discourse protocols, we will work towards supporting our students 
and each other. We will gain insight into the academic and socio-emotional needs of the students in our districts, examine 
the alignment of wrap-around and educational services that are currently available, and create a network of stakeholders 
that will continue to learn and grow together.  

Presented by Liesl Yeskey, Stafford County Public Schools 

Jessie Tipling, Stafford County Public Schools 

Julie Rhoads, Stafford County Public Schools 
 

 

Parental Engagement 

How to Start an International Welcome Center 
Starting an International Welcome Center can feel like a daunting and impossible challenge, but it is not. First, you need 
to demonstrate and articulate the need for an International Welcome Center. Next, you need to seek the support of some 
key stakeholders within your organization. Finally, you need to tie the establishment of the International Welcome 
Center's vision to increase the multilingual families’ visibility and participation and better communication between home 
and school. The presentation walks you through the process step by step in pictures. 
 

Presented by Dr. Abe Senbel, Albemarle County Public Schools 
 

 

Culturally responsive teaching / Equitable teaching practices 

Making Learning Accessible for All 
This session will utilize the WIDA Framework for planning instruction based on the SOL and appropriate linguistic 
supports to ensure that all ML students have access to the academic rigor required by Title III part A.  
 

Presented by Dr. Valerie Campbell, Orange County Public Schools 

Andrea Smith, Orange County Public Schools 

Erin Rafferty, Orange County Public Schools 
 

 

Title III Program 

Region 6 Coordinators Make it Happen 
"Some people want it to happen. Some wish it would happen, others make it happen." (Michael Jordan) Region VI Title III 
Coordinators debunk the idea that regional support can't be done. Let us show you how we come together monthly to 
support one another by creating a working agenda that includes monthly discussions on strategies to Progress Monitor 
student growth, developing regional PD to help with the implementation of WIDA standards, keeping abreast of 
Professional Development opportunities, advocating for our students at the state level, supporting each other with state 
monitoring of Title III programs, and many other topics. Come see how we make collaboration happen in Region VI. You 
will walk away from this session with a framework to help guide your region's collaboration efforts. 
 

Presented by Tamra Vaughan, Region 6 Coordinators 

Emily Altizer, Region 6 Coordinators 

Megan Crew, Region 6 Coordinators 
 

 

Administration 

Leveraging Summer Programs to Keep High Schools ELs on the Path to Graduate 
Participants will explore ways to help high school ELs stay on track to graduate through intentionally designed summer 
coursework. Roanoke City Public Schools staff will share examples of how this works in RCPS while facilitating a 
discussion of how this can work in divisions of various sizes.  

Presented by Corey Allder, Roanoke City Public Schools 
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Friday Conference At-A-Glance
 

Rooms 
Breakout 4 

11:00 – 11:50 am 
Breakout 5 

1:00 – 1:50 pm 
Breakout 6 

2:05 – 2:55 pm 

Portsmouth  
Ballroom  
2nd Floor 

Keynote Book Talk  
“Cultivating Competence in English 

Learners” 
 

Audience: ALL 

        

Amphitheater 
1st Floor 

Double the Fun - Making Learning 
Stick for Dually Identified ELs 

 
Audience: ALL 

VDOE Presentation 

Double the Fun - Making Learning 
Stick for Dually Identified ELs 

 
Audience: ALL 

VDOE Presentation  
Repeat Session 

    

Illustrator 
1st Floor 

   Engaging Multilingual Learners 
with iPad 

 
Audience: ALL 

Repeat Session    

Engaging Multilingual Learners  
with iPad 

 
Audience: ALL 

Repeat Session 

Engaging Multilingual Learners 
 with iPad 

 
Audience: ALL 

Repeat Session 

Latitude 
1st Floor 

  
Leveraging Coding to Learn English 

 
Audience: ALL 

S. T. R. A. T. E. G. I. E. S. (101) 
 

Audience: ALL 

Grand 
Ballroom I   
1st Floor 

    

Best Practices in Meeting the 
Literacy and Postsecondary Needs 
of Adolescent Students with Limited 

or Interrupted Formal Education 
 

Audience: High 

Supporting Multiliteracy in the 
Content Classroom: Strategies for 

Teachers and Administrators 
 

Audience: ALL  

Grand 
Ballroom III   

1st Floor 
    

Bridging English Learners 
Language & Literacy 

 
Audience: Elementary 

Getting to Graduation: Leveraging 
Student Assets to Meet VDOE 

Graduation Requirements 
 

Audience: High 

Grand 
Ballroom IV   

1st Floor 
    

Engaging and Empowering 
Multilingual and Multicultural 

Families  
 

Audience: Administration 

Loudoun County Public Schools & 
VDOE FACE to FACE Roundtable 

 
Audience: ALL & Administration 

Grand 
Ballroom VI   

1st Floor 

Authentic Collaboration: The Key to 
Student Success 

 
Audience: Secondary    

Supporting ELL Families through 
Advocacy, Engagement, and 

Knowledge 
 

Audience: Family Support  
of All ELL Families 

    

Grand 
Ballroom VII   

1st Floor 
    

Empowering ELs Through 
Increased Enrollment in Career and 

Technical Education 
 

Audience: Secondary 

Prop-EL English Learners Forward 
Using Technology 

 
Audience: ALL 
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Friday Breakout Sessions 

  Breakout Session 4 

Keynote Book Talk 

Cultivating Competence in English Learners - Book Talk 
Join Dr. Margarita Calderón and Lisa Tartaglia for a book talk about their 
upcoming book, Cultivating Competence in English 
Learners. Their research-based resource offers general 
education teachers more efficient and effective ways to 
integrate social-emotional learning (SEL), language, and 
literacy development into all subjects and grade levels to 
make the most powerful learning impact, not just for 
English learners but for all students.  

 

Presented by Dr. Margarita Calderón, Margarita Calderón & Associates 

Lisa Tartaglia, Loudoun County Public Schools 
 

 

Special populations (SPED/ESOL, GT/ESOL, SLIFE students, etc.) 

Double the Fun – Making Learning Stick for Dually Identified ELs 
In this interactive session, participants will engage in research-based validated strategies that provide a foundation for the 
academic and linguistic instruction of dually identified English Learners.  

Presented by Jo-el Cox, Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) 

Dwana Cooper, Newport News Public Schools 
 

 

Teaching Practices – hands-on / interactive  
Engaging Multilingual Learners with iPad 
Join our hands-on digital playground and discover how iPad’s built-in accessibility features can be used to support 
students in the classroom and with assessment preparation. It can become almost any tool students need—a camera, a 
translator, a book, a drawing canvas, a voice recorder—and so much more. Leave the session with resources you can take 
back to your district.  

Presented by James Richardson, Apple Computer 

Darryl Joyner, Apple Computer 

Dan Beckmann, Apple Computer 
 

 

Co-teaching and Collaboration 

Authentic Collaboration: The Key to Student Success 
In order for English Learners to succeed academically, they must be able to access the grade-level curriculum at their 
English proficiency level but also be challenged to avoid a language proficiency plateau. In this session, participants will 
learn how collaboration between the content teacher and the EL teacher can enhance rigor, build higher-order thinking 
skills, and challenge learners. We will share strategies for implementation, scaffolds for grade-level content, and the keys 
to successful collaboration between teachers to best meet the needs of these unique learners.  

Presented by Joy Carey, Arlington Public Schools 

Michelle Marrero, Arlington Public Schools 
 

 

 
Image by RawPixel 
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  Breakout Session 5 

Special populations (SPED/ESOL, GT/ESOL, SLIFE students, etc.) 

Double the Fun – Making Learning Stick for Dually Identified ELs 
In this interactive session, participants will engage in research-based 
validated strategies that provide a foundation for the academic and linguistic 
instruction of dually identified English Learners.  
 

Presented by Jo-el Cox, Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) 

Dwana Cooper, Newport News Public Schools 
 

 

Teaching Practices – hands-on / interactive  
Engaging Multilingual Learners with iPad 
Join our hands-on digital playground and discover how iPad’s built-in accessibility features can be used to support 
students in the classroom and with assessment preparation. It can become almost any tool students need—a camera, a 
translator, a book, a drawing canvas, a voice recorder—and so much more. Leave the session with resources you can take 
back to your district.  

Presented by James Richardson, Apple Computer 

Darryl Joyner, Apple Computer 

Dan Beckmann, Apple Computer 
 

 

Teaching Practices - presentation 
Leveraging Coding to Learn English 
If coding is for all, it is especially for ML learners. Beyond opening doors to computer science careers and opportunities, 
K-12 ML teachers can leverage coding to advance language development in project-based learning. Communication is at 
the core of coding. This can and does present opportunities for language development. It is a key difference, however, that 
breaks open opportunities for language practice and development: while language is human-to-human communication, 
coding is the communication of a human to a machine. Coding requires a different way of thinking that exposes natural 
human assumptions and requires precision and exactness. This results in problem-solving opportunities and lots of them. 
And language learners, while coding, can explore their tolerance for ambiguity, make mistakes, develop perseverance, 
recognize patterns, and learn to pay close attention to detail. See language learners of all backgrounds, SLIFE, LTEL, and 
newcomers, experience academic success. Leave equipped with resources to immediately implement introductory coding 
opportunities into your teaching practice. Leave inspired to integrate coding and expand the experiences of your language 
learners.  
 

Presented by Holly Sawyer, Chesapeake Public Schools 
 

 

English and Students with limited or Interrupted Format Education. Global Perspectives on Teacher Preparation 
and Classroom Practices (Chapter 10 Presentation) 

Best Practices in Meeting the Literacy and Postsecondary Needs of Adolescent Students with Limited 

or Interrupted Formal Education 
Adolescent students with limited or interrupted formal education (SLIFE) are a unique subgroup of English learners (ELs) 
who arrive with a rich cultural heritage and an abundance of assets that include real-world life experiences and skills. 
Their needs are challenging and complex as a result of limited or interrupted formal schooling opportunities in their 
native countries. For the most part, adolescent SLIFE are placed in general education English for speakers of other 
languages (ESOL) classes designed for ELs with formal educational experiences. Consequently, their literacy and language 
needs are not being met. This presentation will provide insight into best practices for teaching adolescent SLIFE before 
they age out from public education, focusing on their personal background, histories, literacy, and language needs. 

Presented by Dr. Michelle I. Marrero, Arlington Public Schools 
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Culturally responsive teaching / Equitable teaching practices 

Bridging English Learners Language & Literacy 
This session is designed to introduce participants to the PWCS design for professional development offered to K-5 ESOL 
teachers to increase their understanding of differentiation for language and literacy during focused English language 
development instruction. This session will include an outline of the data and process used to create the course, a selection 
of anchor materials, and an overview of the course content and delivery framework. 

Presented by Marie Schumann,  

Prince William County Public Schools 
 

 

Parent Engagement 

Engaging and Empowering Multilingual and Multicultural Families 

In Loudoun County Public Schools, the Family and Community Engagement (FACE) Office strives to provide inclusive 
and culturally affirming family engagement opportunities for multilingual and multicultural families. Come join us for an 
interactive session where you will learn about The Family Room, Immigrant Youth Program, district-wide Family & 
Student Feedback Circles initiatives, and VDOE Roundtables provided by our multilingual FACE team. You will learn 
powerful strategies that will help you foster stronger connections with families. 

Presented by Sarah Ocampo, Loudoun County Public Schools  

Mona ElKholy, Loudoun County Public Schools 

Adrianne Sethi, Loudoun County Public Schools 
 

 

Parent Engagement 

Supporting ELL Families through Advocacy, 

Engagement, and Knowledge 

Learn about ways that you can be actively involved in your 
community and support your ELL families by furthering your 
education, advocacy, and awareness of local resources. 

Presented by Cherry Stewart,  

Charlottesville City Public Schools 
 

 

Career and Technical Education / Vocational Training 
Empowering ELs through Increased Enrollment in 

Career and Technical Education 
This session will provide EL stakeholders with strategies to 
increase EL enrollment in Career and Technical Education. It 
will showcase EL students' success and representation within 
the Career and Technical Programs as students prepare to be 
workforce ready after graduation.  

Presented by  

Tara Hefner, Spotsylvania County Public Schools 

Jessica Mereles, Spotsylvania County Public Schools 

Sue Venable Shelton, Spotsylvania County Public Schools 
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  Breakout Session 6 

Teaching Practices – hands-on / interactive  
Engaging Multilingual Learners with iPad 
Join our hands-on digital playground and discover how iPad’s built-in 
accessibility features can be used to support students in the classroom and 
with assessment preparation. It can become almost any tool students need—a 
camera, a translator, a book, a drawing canvas, a voice recorder—and so much 
more. Leave the session with resources you can take back to your district.  
 

Presented by James Richardson, Apple Computer 

Darryl Joyner, Apple Computer 

Dan Beckmann, Apple Computer 
 

 

Teaching Practices – hands-on / interactive 

S. T. R. A. T. E. G. I. E. S. (101) 
As an educator, you may have the desire to teach students that come from another country and/or speak a different 
language. However, you’re probably faced with the unknown of “how” to do it. The two greatest misconceptions are: “I do 
not speak a second language” or “I don’t know ‘that’ specific second language”. The truth is you don’t need to be 
multilingual. What really becomes essential with ESL (English as a Second Language) students is accepting their 
multicultural indifferences and understanding how language development works. Of course, having a few tricks up your 
sleeve makes this whole process flow! Learning some S.T.R.A.T.E.G.I.E.S. (101) you can implement daily can help facilitate 
that process. I speak from a lifetime of experiences. With over 15 years of experience as an educator, I have always focused 
on language acquisition. My motivation to assist students, other educators, parents, friends, and colleagues derives from 
my personal journey of being an ESL student in a time when ESL teachers did not exist.  
 
I will focus on providing some S. T. R. A. T. E. G. I. E. S. (101) that can help you, the educator, become more comfortable 
teaching English Language Learners (ELL) as well as having your ESL student become more engaged in their learning. 
 

Presented by Gabriela Iglesias, Virginia Beach City Public Schools 
 

 

Teaching Practices - presentation 

Supporting Multiliteracy in the Content Classroom: Strategies for Teachers and Administrators 
Multilingual learners enter K-12 settings with a unique skill set, but educators are often at a loss for how to capitalize on 
this. This presentation will provide teachers and administrators with strategies to support multilingual learners in the 
utilization of their home language to build content knowledge and foster multi-literacy. In a K-12 setting, it is very difficult 
for multilingual learners to develop and practice their home language and build multiliteracy. Multilingual Learners 
(MLLs) are often not= provided the opportunity to practice speaking, reading, or writing in their home language. Research 
shows that students learning English as a second language benefit from high-quality multilingual instruction. Recognizing 
the importance and providing the inclusion of purposeful translanguaging in the classroom promotes a deeper 
understanding of academic content. Additionally, translanguaging creates an inclusive school environment where all 
cultures and languages are represented, and students feel safe and supported in their learning. This presentation will 
bridge the gap between research and practice for both teachers and administrators by providing a framework of strategies 
for promoting the use of home languages in various content areas. These strategies will provide MLLs with meaningful 
experiences to practice their home language and make metacognitive connections between their native language and 
English. 

Presented by Brooke Boutwell, Virginia Beach City Public Schools 
 

 

Special populations (SPED/ESOL, GT/ESOL, SLIFE students, etc.) 

Getting to Graduation: Leveraging Student Assets to Meet VDOE Graduation Requirements 
This session will examine the different ways that prior student learning experiences can be leveraged to create pathways 
for students entering school in the United States for the first time in high school to successfully graduate and earn a 
Virginia diploma. Particular attention will be focused on supports and strategies for students completing oral transcripts, 
supporting students who are working and attending school, and the use of graduation waivers and alternative 
assessments. If your division, like ours, continues to graduate multilingual learners at a lower rate than their English-
language-dominant peers, we encourage you to come and share your ideas with us as we share the strategies we are trying 
and their impact.  

Presented by Lauren MacLean, Albemarle County Public Schools 

 
Image by RawPixel 
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Parent Engagement 

Loudoun County Public Schools & VDOE FACE to FACE Roundtable 
Join fellow FACE colleagues for an interactive dialogue on family engagement practices and strategies. Come with ideas, 
questions, and celebrations as we work together to share our experiences engaging families with multilingual and 
multicultural backgrounds.  

Presented by Sarah Ocampo, Loudoun County Public Schools  

Nicki Saunders, Virginia Department of Education 

Mona ElKholy, Loudoun County Public Schools  
 

 

Technology and Tools for EL Students 
Prop-EL English Learners Forward Using Technology 
This is a professional development session that focuses on using technology to best support teachers and staff of EL 
students to help propel our students' academic progress. During this session, we will focus on how to find and use effective 
tech tools, strategies, and scaffolds. We will also introduce our Prop-EL Canvas Course that is used to deliver important 
information for teachers of ELs, house a number of EL resources for both Elementary and Secondary schools, and host EL 
professional learning resources and opportunities. 

Presented by Tara Hefner, Spotsylvania County Public Schools 

Ryan Champney, Spotsylvania County Public Schools 

Cara Hynden, Spotsylvania County Public Schools 
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Meeting Spaces & Public Areas 

 

 


